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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED lNFORMATION
1, minority groups in the Georglassyq
SSH percentage distribution of »
various nationallitles in The population. /

percentage Distribution of the Peo les of the Georglan SSR’
‘ (Population 1n Thousands as o

: T Percentage

Name Lanwe_Uaed Relligion Population of Total

Georglan South _-ECaucasi_c Christian 2,230% 61.5

Armenian Indo-European Christian o 11.7

Abkhaz North Caucasic Muslim K90 2.5

Adzhar South Caucasic Muslim © 160° k.5
Azerbaljani South Turkic Muslim 190 . 5.3

ossetian Iranian  Muslim 150 4,2
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o S : Percentage
Name  language Used Religion Population _of Total
Russian Indo;European Christian 320 - 9.0
Others (@reek, Jewlsh, etc. ees) - 50 1.3
Total - ‘ _ 3,600 100

the Russian group of the population could be

Purther subdivided roughly into thirds: one-third Great Russians, one-
third Ukrainians, and one-third Kubans (Kubantsi or Kuban Cossacks). Many
of the latter, who spoke 2a combination of Russian and Ukrainian, had re-
settled 1in Georgia following the hardships of collectivization in the Kuban.

2. ‘ 90% of the responsible positions at all levels 25X1
of government and 1n ustry (with the exceptlon of the Army) were
held by Georglans. Armenians, Jews, or Russians occu ied the re-
mainder. At the Tkvarchell Coal Mines Trust, [f‘ﬁgggjhowever, 25X1

/ - the Division of Wor ers'! Supply

(0tdel Rabochevo Snabzheniya), two of the ten responsible positions 25X1
were held by fon-natives of the Georglan SSR. These were two Russians
who held the posts of chilef accountant.and chief of the planning

. 3. Regarding the Armyj - 30% of the
. officers, but only 10 - 15% of the enllstea men of viet Ariny units
stationed in Georgla were of Georgilan nationallity.
1t was the usual practice for @Georglan inductees to be sent to other

parts of the Soviet Union for training and duty but_ gsome en-
1isted men ﬁf%:?%ffiﬁfﬁigggggggre~able to arrange fo reagsignment
to Georgla. on the other han 80% of

@ : ) 4 8 but ..
the MGB and MVD troops were all pure Russians. “"“““‘I‘TI:}

the absence of Georglans among the MGB and MVD troops was explaine
by the fact that the authorities thought it desirable that the secu-

~ rity troops should be composed primarily of individuals of different 25X1
racial composition than the local population and who would have 55X1

fewer opportunlt r developing ties of friendshlp and understand-
ing with them. the Russians made more rellable
security troops than Georglans becau the Russians obey orders more
"antomatlcally and more unthinkingly than @Georglans, who|

are more inclined to thoughtfulness and less inclined to police
.activities, ’

{ |60% of the jaborers in heavy industry
were Georglans and 30% were Russians, except in the coal industry 25X1
' ere the percentages were reversed.
the original contingents of IaBorers‘fo’fﬁéE%%%%%%&i
coal mines had been recrulted from the Donbas coal basin and '
these contingents had been frequently refreshed by new recruits from
" other Russian coal mining areas,

not more than 20% of the workers in light
industry were Russians, except 1n the leather industry where TO%
were Armenians and Georglans, whlle Russians made up the remalning

30%.
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6. On state farms, mainly the tea and citrus plantatioms, 20 - 30%
of the workers were Russians, There were only a very few Russian
villages in Georgla and consequently-very few collective farms in
which the labor force was predominantly Russlan.

7. Russian was the language of instruction in approximately 20% of the
‘middle schools im Georgla, while the Georglan language was used for
{hstruction in the remainder, except for an insignificant number of
Armenian, Turkish (Kzerbaijanian) and Jewish schools and except for
*gchools in the "auton s apeas within the Georglan SSR which used
the local languages. |many Georglans pre- 25X
ferrved to attend schools in which Russlan was the language of instruc- 1
tion. If they received certificates of graduation from such schools
they could practicde their specialties almost any place in the Soviet
Union. Thus they had wider opportunities than those who recelved
their instruction in the Georglan language.

8. 1In Georglan schools, the study of Russlan was requirad beginning in
‘the second or third grade. Of the eleven institutes of higher edu-
¢ation in Tbillsi, including the State University, instruction was
given separately in both the Russian and Georglan languages, wlth the
possible excﬁntinn4Qf4Eb§4£§§ELEXAQQAQE}§EE§}4§f“die3 of the State
University. the level of instruc- 5y
tion might be higher in the Georglan "sectors™ of these institutes
than in the Russian "sectors" since the really first-rate Russlan
professors probably preferred to remain in Moscow, meaning that
Tbilisi institutes had mostly second-rate Russian professors and - 25X1
first-rate Georglan professors. = = '

9. \ \\\ .

|
\
\

\

\ \all organizations were required to use the Russian lan-
gaage for communicating with any institution of a different national~
1ty area. Thus, correspondence with agencles in Moscow or with any
institutions directly .subordinate to ministries in Moscow, or with
any Soviet Republic, autonomous republic, krai or oblast, would be
conducted in Rusasien.

10. Purely local organizations of the Georgian Republic or of the South
Ossetian Autonomous Oblast or the Adzhar Autonomous Soviet Soclalist
Republic conducted thelr local business among themselves and with
their subordinate units in their respectlve languages, but used
Russian to communicate with each other. In the Abkhaz ASSR, however,
Russian was widely used in most institutions down to the village level,
where the village council (selskil soviet) might be.conducted 1n the
native language. Unlike the other governmental uhits in the Georglan
SSR, .the court system 1n the Abkhaz ASSR wag conducted in Russian
instead of the local language, but, as in the other units, litigants
were entitled to request that court actions be conducted 1n f r

- native tongue ey be provided with an interpreter. 25X1
[ Russian was used so extensively in the Abkhaz

ASSR because the Abkhaz language had nothing in common with an other

local language and perhaps with any known language.

the above-described arrangement concernin =

mount to a general obligation for all but the lowest-level officlals

to know Russian. It tended to encourage mastery .of the Russlan

language by national minority cltizens who wished to improve thelr

situations by working im other than the strictly local institutlons

which did not conduct business with organizations of a different

nationality group. ' :

|
’ | in Georgla

11 | Russians|

5425X1
‘The "slannishness” oI ©
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Georglans plus the fact that they occupied the great majority of

responsible positions gave the Georglans a substantlal advantage
over the Russians.

12,

no manifestations of hostility or animosity 25X1
between Russ8lans and Georglans \

however‘ ‘Georgians tended to look down upon most other natlon-  25X1
alities| there was a definite coolmness in their attitude to and
relations with the Russians and specifilcally that they tended not to
assoclate with Russians soclally. | | the attitude of  25x1
many Georglans was that the "Russians work hard and like 1t and we
Georglans do not like to work, so let the Russians do it",

13. Regarding the Georgian language| 1t had 25X1
not been Russified to any extent at all. |
Party orgens had conducted considerable work Toward. the "purification”
of the Georglan langiage, attempting to rid it of archalc and forelgn
words ., | the first sesretary of the Central Committee o5x4
of the Georgian Communist Party had made a report on thls subject .
sometime in 1950. Nonetheless, many forelgn words continued to be
used in the Georgian language. A glance at the Georglan newspapers

would show the ; ch foreig stly European, ooy
words continued to be used. ni;mﬁthe Georglans
have not adopted many standard Soviet phrases In thelr Russian form

but have theilr own words for such terms as "collective farm", "state
farm" and "commmunist”.

b, | 25X1
eorglan
history had been modified to conform to changing Soviet standards of
interpretation to the same extent as the history of other areas of
the USSR. He was unable to recall any specifilc examples of such
distortion, commenting that he was not a student of Georgian history.

15. Although there was ne hatred for the Russlan Deople‘ AAJ 25X1
almost all Georglans opposed the com- . _
plete domination] exercised over Georgla by the present Soviet regime
in Moscow, ~ |this feeling was strongest among the peasants
and the intelligentsla.) In this connection many 25X1
people tended to believe that the Russians hs C ‘ :

Tﬂenngiagandgimngﬂgd it on the people. ‘ ' ,‘ 25X1

\ |there was no hatred for the Russlian people
but there was hatred for their government., | "the 25X1
independence of a country 1s not robbed by a o *ing

by the rulers of the neighboring people”, 25X1
. thinking people in Georgia shared thls idea
\ ' the strong hatred of Russian 25X1

before and for some time after the imposition of communism, ha
been largely transferred to hatred of the Soviet Governmeng. E::j 25X1
|many Georglans n?w reallzed that the Russian people we%fj 25X1
e’ . .

25X1
\ |Georglans, historically, had
a tenacious love of freedom and independence. Although they had
never pursued the conquest of their neighbor e ad freaquently been
subjeected to attacks from thelr nelghbors. the 25X1
Georglans | |a friendly, hospitable. snd easy-going people who did 25X1
not like to engage in denunciatlion and espionage. | 25X1

they had a well-developed inclination and ability to avoid strict
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fulfiliment of harsh laws and a sense of tolerance of'sueh evasiveness

amongst their assoclates, noting that 1f a Georglan learned that some-
one was making money in a not entively legal fashion he would be in-

clined to say: '"Well, let him, and may he prosper". | | 25X1
t was these characteristics which enabled Georglans to develo
what s "silent opposition” to the Soviet regime. 25X1

he Georglans had submitted to various compulsory forms of the

Soviet state but, whenever they could, had conducted themselves and 25X1
thelr business as they always had. Cutting corners and evading the
1etter of the 1awW W ices in Georgl

no organized movement of resistance to 25X1

regime existed in Georgla

any kind of an effort toward organized opposition O
toward the formation of some sort of non-communist organization was
nipped in the bud by the most eruel and harsh measures".

S \the economies
of Georgla and the other various national minority areas 1n the USSR  25X1
were so intertwined and interdependent that the ma jority of the

péoplé 1in these areas - when and if they were given a real opportunity

t6 express their wishes - would favor a federal system which would
guarantee equal rights to all members and would preclude complete
domination from Moscow. ’
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